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     Happy New Year to all and 

Happy Birthday Flatland Fly Fish-

ers! The year 2010 marks the 25th 

year of function for the Flatland Fly 

Fishers, formerly know as the Flat-

land Fly Tiers. This year the board 

of directors would like to make a 

big deal of the clubôs big 25th, so 

look for promotions and club para-

phernalia that we will try to make 

available to anyone interested, in-

cluding stickers, hats and possibly 

shirts as well. I would like to ask a question of the members of our club- How 

long have you been a member of the Flatland Fly Fishers? If youôve been a mem-

ber for some time, what are some of the things about the club that meant and/or 

mean a great deal to you? If youôd like to share, please jot it down and send it to 

the newsletter editors- Weôd love to hear about your experience as a club mem-

ber. 

 

     The Winter Program is going to be on Saturday, February 6th, so be sure you 

mark your calendars and reserve the day for a program you do not want to miss. 

Our guest will be Ed Engle, famous fly tier and fly fishing guide from Colorado. 

Ed specializes in small flies and will be giving tying demonstration as well as 

other power point programs. A lot of his fly patterns are midge patterns, so this 

could be a great resource for learning some new patterns for Slough Creek. We 

hope to see many of you there!! 

 

     One other note- One of the board of directorsô objectives this year is to open 

up activity planning to include more of the club membersô interest and input, and 

not make as many decisions without obtaining the club membersô opinions first, 

when time periods allow. For example, when planning the Fall Banquet or Winter 

Program, the board will be asking for your ideas and interests of what you would 

want. After all, this is OUR club, and everything should not be solely up to the 

board. The board is the vehicle to make it happen, but without its members, the 

board has no direction. Help us make this a year to remember. 

                     Thanks, Rory. 
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The Soft Hackle Pheasant Tail is a fly Iôve found to work very well on Slough Creek this season, especially when 

there are fish rising to midge, Callibaetis, or Caenis emergers. This pattern was designed to represent the nymphs 

and emergent stages of mayflies. I have been tying a few different soft hackled patterns this year and this is one I 

especially like. I enjoy fishing this fly alone, without an indicator, especially in shallow water. The SHPT also per-

formed well on Roaring River the fall, on the swing. Enjoy! 
 
Hook: Daiichi 1180 size 14-16 or Daiichi 1710 size 18- 20 
Thread: 8/0 Uni-Thread Rust Brown 

Tail-abdomen: Three natural pheasant tail fibers 

Rib: Small copper wire 

Thorax: Two peacock herls twisted together, one for size 18-smaller 
Hackle: Hungarian Partridge shoulder feather, neck for size 18-smaller 

 

   
 
 

 

   
 
 

Fly Tying: The Soft Hackle Pheasant Tail                       Rory Wiske 

Step 1:  Start thread one hook eye 

length behind hook eye, tie in wire 

and lay thread base to barb.  Tie in 

pheasant tail and leave ends long. 

Step 2:  Wrap butt ends of pheasant 

tail forward to one hook eye length 

behind starting point and tie off.  

Trim butt ends. 

Step 3:  Wrap wire rib forward, tie 

off and cut excess.  Tie in peacock 

herl and make three wraps, tie off 

and clip excess. 

Step 4:  Select a feather from the 

shoulder of the partridge skin. Pre-

pare the hackle by removing the 

fluffly after-shaft.  Pinch the very 

tips of the feather and stroke the 

rest of the fibers down with thumb 

and forefinger of your other hand. 

Step 5:  Lay the feather over the 

back of the fly, shiny side up, tie it 

in by the tip with three wraps of 

thread.  Lift the tip up and trim. 

Step 6:  Using hackle pliers, clamp 

the end of the stem and gently wrap 

the hackle toward the hook eye for 

three turns.  Tie off, build a neat 

thread head, whip finish and coat 

head with cement. 


