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     With the month of February comes 

the Flatland Fly Fishers Winter Pro-

gram. Sure, weôve rambled about it 

for months on end, but now itôs here. 

This year, we have invited Colorado 

guide and fly tier Ed Engle. I hope 

you bring your note pad, and one of 

his books to have signed. We will 

have books for sale at the program as 

well, in case you donôt already have 

one. More information on the winter 

program can be found in the pages to 

follow 

     Something else that begins to stir 

within me during the first few months 

of the year is the warm water that 

runs through my veins. Itôs almost 

time to get out and start chasing wild 

and not so wild fish, one in the same. 

Not so wild fish, to me, are the fresh-

water bass and other species of game 

fish in public bodies of water in Kan-

sas that are nearly tame, as they have 

seen everything the typical Kansas 

anglers have to offer.  

The reason I like them so much is the 

fact that most of them have never seen 

a fly. I believe the Kansas fly angler 

has a bit of an advantage over the Kan-

sas gear angler for this very reason. 

Iôve experienced too many times to 

count, when beginning or ending a day 

on the water, the conversation between 

fly and gear anglers. At the beginning 

of the day, thereôs the, ñman the fish-

ingôs been slow around here, and 

youôre going to try it with a fly rod?ò, 

or at the end of the day, ñwe got a few- 

how many did you guys get?ò In either 

case, somehow the answer at the end 

of the day from the fly angler is almost 

always a bit of a surprise to the gear 

angler. Ironically however, in the past 

few years, I have seen many gear an-

glers converting to the lighter side of 

the angling world. I like to think that 

some of our members have had an in-

fluential impact in helping to convert a 

few of them. Keep up the good work! 

 

 
See you soon, Rory. 



Flatland Fly Fishers 2 

     Flatland Fly Fishers Club members were in abun-

dance on January 1, 2010 for the clubôs annual ñOne 

Flyò Tournament.   

     The morning started with around 30 members enjoy-

ing an excellent pancake breakfast prepared by Neal 

Hall with some cooking  help from C. H. Herman.   

     After a filling breakfast many of the members de-

cided it was time to hit the water and the beginning of 

the 2010 ñOne Flyò tournament was on its way.  The 

morning started out chilly and some thought Slough 

Creek would be iced over but to many a surprise  the 

majority of the creek was fishable. 

     As I walked along the bank with my camera I was 

hoping to see some fish caught but the morning started 

slow and I got mostly smiling faces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Around noon I was walking past the concrete dam, 

stopped and watched three members fishing, talking 

and having a wonderful time.   Asked how they were 

doing and it was ñso-soò but I 

decided to stay and watch.   

Soon, Che Vaughters, (one in 

the middle) set his hook and 

finally I will have a picture of 

someone catching a fish.  Che, 

with the help of the other two, 

one got in the water the other 

offered him her net, landed the trout and after the meas-

urement the trout was 20 1/4ò.  Che had the longest sin-

gle fish and the longest total of 5 fish, 63.5ò. Cheôs fly 

of choice was the ñTongue Teaserò. 
 

 

    After this excitement I returned to the shelter and vis-

ited with members who had not fished or had lost their 

flies. 

  The other award that is handed out is for the shortest 

trout.  The shortest trout this year was 7ò and it was 

shared by three members.  David Olds, using  a 

ñPeach Minnowò, Greg Woods, using what he calls a 

ñGreen Specialò and Brandon Rickel, using a ñPeach 

Fuzz Bugò. 

Green Special 

Peach Minnow 

Peach Fuzz Bug 

Tongue Teaser 

January 1 ñOne Flyò Tournament                                                 Dwan Welty 


