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     I hope youôre all ready for the 

events we have coming up in the next 

few months. To kick off the ówarm 

waterô season, on Saturday, March 

20th, we plan to go to Kingman State 

Fishing Lake to see if we can get 

hooked up with some Northern Pike. 

In the month of April we will be 

heading a bit farther west to Salida, 

CO for the Mothers Day Caddis 

Hatch. Weôll head out on Saturday, 

April 24th and plan to come back on 

Wednesday, the 28th. In May, though 

we have not pinned down a solid 

date, we are planning another spring 

Bluegill Fest at the same location as 

last year. There will be more informa-

tion on the Bluegill Fest in the April 

newsletter. There is more in this issue 

regarding the trip to Kingman State 

Fishing Lake. 

     As we practice catch and release 

to contribute to the management of 

our local fisheries and wild fish, 

please remember that the rainbow 

trout in Kansas will begin to perish 

shortly after trout season closes for 

the year. If you like to eat trout and 

donôt mind cleaning a few, the month 

of March might be the time to start 

keeping a few. The water tempera-

tures are still cold enough that their 

meat is still firm or otherwise ideal 

for eating. Though I hate to see them 

go, the fish are better off taken home 

to eat, rather than going to waste in 

the warmer water that comes with 

spring. 

     Last, but definitely not least, I would 

like to thank all who attended our Winter 

Program and also extend a great big 

thanks to all who helped to make it hap-

pen. Ed Engle has expressed that he en-

joyed himself during his visit and was 

glad to meet our club members. The 

heaviest message I got out of the pro-

gram was that it doesnôt matter how you 

catch fish, itôs more that you do it in a 

manner that best suits you. I was re-

cently reminded of this one day out fish-

ing. A fellow angler was fishing in a 

deep pool, catching fish after fish, while 

I was casting a midge emerger pattern to 

a spot that held only a few fish. While I 

only caught two of the fish I could see 

and was invited to fish with the other 

angler, I was content in doing it my way, 

and that was all that mattered to me. 

            Hope to see you soon! 
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March 20th ï mark that date on your calendars; in 

the interim, stiffen those upper lips, gird your loins and 

notify your next of kin. Esox lucius awaits. For March 

20th is the day that has been set aside for the Flatland Fly 

Fishers to converge on Kingman State Fishing Lake; 

within the cold waters recently released from winters icy 

grip a pack of water wolves lurks. 

OK ï thatôs a little too melodramatic; but within 

the last year, Iôve been head-butted, tail-slapped and bit-

ten by Northern Pike. Not to imply that these fish are 

dangerous, they just tend to exhibit some distinctly anti-

social behavior ï best described as highly misanthropic. 

There really isnôt much chance that one will incur any 

bodily harm, unless you happen to forget what you are 

dealing with and try to lip a Northern ala Largemouth 

Bass. Doing so will almost certainly gain you access to 

the nearest Emergency room for a little fancy needle-

work. 

To get up close and personal with something 

toothy, at bare minimum bring a 6 wt. rod; a 7 or 8 wt. 

will likely serve you better. A weight forward floating 

line will cover most all situations you will encounter. 

There are a few occasions when a sink-tip is the answer, 

but the WFF 

will do for the 

bulk of your 

fishing. An 8 

wt rod will 

help you cast 

the large wind

-resistant flies 

and the heavy, 

weighted flies 

you need to 

throw to catch 

these aggressive predators.  

Flies should be geared towards presenting a large 

baitfish profile to the Pike. A Northern can consume a 

baitfish that is 1/3 its own body length, so a 30ò North-

ern is comfortable consuming a 10ò fish! Thatôs as large 

as many (most) of the trout typically caught at the 

Slough. Obviously, you probably canôt throw a fly big-

ger than what a Northern is willing to choke down. What 

color of fly? Iôm not sure there is a clear preference, the 

old bright day bright fly ï dark day dark fly is not a bad 

theory to hang on to. If backed into a corner, I would say 

chartreuse is a good place to start. One cautionary note:  

 

I tend to keep leaders on the short side; around 7 

ft. for topwater flies and 7 to 9 ft if Iôm using a sinking 

fly on a floating line. Using a sink-tip line I will cut back 

to around 4 ft of straight mono. The one thing all my 

leaders have in common for Northern Pike is around 8ò 

of Rio 20 lb. knotable wire bite tippet. Iôve tried 30 lb. 

hard Mason mono ï if the Pike are going away from you 

on the hook set, they will cut even the hard Mason like a 

fat kid through birthday cake. They have not cut the Rio 

wire; although they will turn it into an unusable twisted 

slinky if they clamp down on it. 

Affix your fly to the wire using a non-slip loop 

knot so the wire will not impede the movement of your 

fly. Tying the wire to your leader can be accomplished 

using several different knots. I have used the Albright 

knot and the shock-gum knot; because it is the knot I am 

more comfortable with tying, I typically use the shock-

gum knot. 

Finally, as robust as Northern Pike appear to be, 

they still require, and deserve, careful handling ï for 

their sake as well as yours. A Boga-grip or one of the 

knock offôs is of great comfort when handling these 

toothy critters. Large hemostats or long needle-nose pli-

ers are a must ï you donôt want to reach into the busi-

ness end of one of these fish with your bare hand. Han-

dle them gently and get them back in the water as 

quickly as possible. 

These great game 

fish deserve our 

consideration and 

respect.  

We hope to 

see you at KSFL on 

the 20th around 

10:00 AM, meeting 

at the north boat 

ramp on the east 

side of the lake. Bring your lunch and beverage (no alco-

hol is allowed at KSFL) and your watercraft if you have 

one. You can fish from the bank or do so wading, but the 

mobility of a boat, float tube or pontoon will definitely 

increase your odds for success.                                  

         See you there 

Esox lucius Awaits                                                               Gary Tatro 

slow hook-sets often result in Pike hooked deep in the 

gill -rakers. This is almost always a death sentence for 

the fish. Be quick on the trigger and avoid hooking 

them deep. 
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Fly Tying: The Buck-Tail Agitator          Rory Wiske 
 

The Buck-Tail Agitator is one of my inventions of necessity, created to be a fly replacement 

for big swim baits and plugs. I like to fish the Buck-Tail Agitator on an eight wt rod with a 

floating line for Pike. A good leader for me has been a six to eight foot length of thirty pound 

mono with a twelve to twenty-four inch piece of bite tippet (Nylon coated steel), attached with 

an Albright knot. I tie my fly on with a non-slip mono loop, as I have found the wire holds this 

knot very well. The hollow build of the fly allows it to sink slowly, so it can be fished near the 

surface, or allowed to sink and fished slowly. A fast retrieve is often the ticket. By fast, I mean 

make a thirty to forty foot cast and try to get the leader back in the rod tip in eight to ten sec-

onds. When the fish slow down, so should your retrieve. The recipe is as follows. Enjoy! 
 

Hook: 2/0 Gamakatsu B10S (front) TMC 8089 (rear) 
Thread: Danvilleôs 210  

Tail:  Buck tail and Buckshot Brass worm rattle 

Rattle Case: Hollow Mylar tubing 

Body: Stacked colors of buck tail 
Flash: Chartreuse Angel Hair 

Eyes: Spirit River 5.0 red 

Head: Buck tail coated with epoxy 

 

         
Start by laying a thread base on a                 Take a rattle and a piece of Mylar           Add 

a tail of buck tail, slide the tubing  
long shank stinger or streamer hook.            tubing a bit long than the rattle.                  over the shank, tie it in and insert                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                       the rattle. Coat with five minute epoxy. 

  

         
When the epoxy cures, snip the bend          Lay a thread base on the B10S and tie    Tie in a collar of buck tail, light on bottom 
of the hook off.                                            in a short piece of mono under shank.       and dark on top, right in front of the 

                                                                     Slide eye of tail shank on and tie mono     mono loop. 

                                                                         down on top to make a loop. 

                                                                        


