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     I can remember my first day on 

The Arkansas River near Salida, 

CO- a wild, raging beast. Looking it 

over, at first it seemed there was no 

point of approach- no way was I 

going to figure out how to do this. 

The issue in it, apparent now, was 

that I was stuck in the mind frame 

that all water was alike and could 

be fished with the same technique. 

Fresh from the slow to moderate 

flows of Slough Creek and Roaring 

River, I now had my eyes on boul-

der strewn pockets of water, with 

fast water running between every 

hole. The surface visually resem-

bled a huge pot of boiling water, 

only it was moving from left to 

right in a big damn hurry. How was 

I ever going to catch a fish in this 

environment? I took a stand still 

moment of silence, high above the 

waterôs edge, gazing up the moun-

tain side, and remembered all of the 

videos and television shows I had 

seen on fishing rivers. They had all 

made perfect sense when I was 

watching them, but here, com-

pletely out of my element, they 

meant absolutely nothing to me.  

     By only determination and mere 

bullheadedness, I was going down 

the jagged rock bank, as near to the 

softest bit of water I could find, that 

looked anything like something Iôd 

seen before. When I finally picked  

a spot to fish, the whole presentation 

element of the game came to mind. 

What to do? At Roaring River, Iôd 

learned to fish a dry and dropper 

midge rig that I liked very well. 

There however, my approach would 

be in rather flat, slow moving, and 

shallow water. What lay before me 

now resembled that in the same man-

ner hot dogs resemble steak. I would 

have to learn to fish all over again. I 

had all of the flies I was told I would 

need- tungsten bead headed caddis 

larvae and pupae, and a hand full of 

dark bodied elk hair caddis I had 

tied, filled the rows in the box I des-

ignated for this trip. By the end of 

the first day, I had managed to hook 

two fish, bringing one of them to 

hand-my first wild brown trout. On 

day two, the catch rate increased to 

seven fish landed, and day three 

would lead a dozen or better to my 

net.  
                                        (continued on page 7) 
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     Itôs almost a dictum in fly 

fishing, you hear it oft re-

peated: The reel is just a 

place to store your line; you 

strip line off, and reel line in. 

If your reel can handle these 

simple tasks you need ask no 

more of it. If your fishing 

agenda precludes the possi-

bility of ever hooking ï and 

landing, a fish that is capable 

of putting a substantial bend 

in your rod, the notion of the 

reel as a storage unit will 

serve you well. If, on the 

other hand, you find yourself stalking waters that may 

yield fish of size, rigor and some attitude, your reel 

should be up to the task.  

 There are talented anglers with a lot of big fish to 

their credit, anglers like Denny Rickards who believe in 

playing all fish, including large ones, by stripping them 

in. Denny controls the fish by line pulls only, for him get-

ting a fish on the reel is not necessary or desirable. I re-

spect and marvel at the ability to do this and not loose 

fish. Anyone who can do this successfully on a consistent 

basis probably has some experience orchestrating Chi-

nese fire drills as well. I think for most of us, the odds for 

successfully landing large fish are increased as soon as 

the fish is on the reel. 

 As soon as you get a fish on the reel you reduce 

(unfortunately, you donôt eliminate) the chances of a 

loose loop of fly line reaching out and grabbing any num-

ber of obstructions: Brush, rocks, feet (mine, yourôs, the 

guyôs in the next boat), rod butt, reel handle, oar locks, 

b o a t  m o t o r 

mounts, hogs, 

dogs, shoats and 

goats. If your 

line gets hung up 

on these or any 

number of other 

snags ï the big-

gest fish you 

h a v e  e v e r 

hooked (thatôs 

the rule ï right?) 

will soon be swimming off with some portion of your 

terminal tackle. 

 Getting a fish on the 

reel so you can utilize the 

reelôs drag isnôt difficult, 

but it does require some 

practice. If you have a fish 

on that has places to go, it 

can be as simple as making 

sure the outgoing line does-

nôt wrap up on any of the 

aforementioned obstacles. 

If you have hooked a large 

fish and you want to get it 

on the reel, but for the mo-

ment the fish isnôt taking 

line - yet (maybe he hasnôt 

figured out that there is somewhere heôd rather be); it 

would be prudent to take advantage of the opportunity 

and reel in all your extra line. Rule #1: slack is evil; 

stay tight to the fish when reeling up the extra line; 

keep the line going out under your index or middle fin-

ger and against the cork handle of your rod; keep ten-

sion on the line going onto your reel by pinching it un-

der your little finger. This leaves the extra line as a loop 

between the two fingers and controls the line going 

both directions. Train your little finger to not only keep 

the line tight but to feed it evenly onto the spool of your 

reel. If the monster on the end of your line starts taking 

line out, you want it coming off of the reel smoothly. 

 Another often ignored function of a good drag is 

allowing line to come off the reel smoothly, without 

overrun, when stripping line out in order to make a cast.  

An overrun occurs when an improperly set (or inade-

quate) drag allows the spool to rotate faster than the 

speed of the line leaving the spool. You can end up 

with a birdôs nest a condor could roost in. A properly 

set, smooth drag will keep this from happening. 


