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     There is no way this is June al-

ready!!! I canôt help but feel that I am so 

far behind on my springtime fishing. 

Maybe somebodyôs getting in some 

fishing somewhere. 

     The May meeting went very well 

with the presentation from Robert 

Trowbridge of Project Healing Waters. 

We were also pleased to have Meagan 

Elston, from the Robert Dole VA Center 

with us to assist and work with our club 

to organize a program that we can pre-

sent to wounded veterans that may have 

interests in fly fishing and fly tying. I 

am looking forward to helping in the 

recovery of some our veterans that have 

given all to make possible what we 

know as life. If you interested in volun-

teering in this effort, please let Gary 

Tatro or I know, and weôll keep you 

posted on the progress of the program. 

     Now is the time to start thinking 

about the Flatland Fly Fishers 25th An-

niversary Fall Picnic. This year we are 

planning a gathering youôll likely never 

forget. We will be at Band Camp this 

year, and let me tell you, itôs going to be 

a very interesting day. There is more in 

this issue regarding the Fall Picnic. 

     I think itôs safe to say that summer is 

well upon us and with summer comes 

the best fishing for freshwater bass I 

have ever known. You know how it 

goes- crawl out of bed at 4am, on the 

road at 5am, first cast before sunrise. I 

love the sound of a popper in the dim 

light of dawn, with the occasional break 

in the silence of a largemouth coming 

through the surface to get a mouthful of 

the fly. Whether your summer plans 

take you to the mountain streams to 

stalk spooky trout, or out on a lake 

youôve never fished before, I hope you 

get a chance to find some of the best 

fishing youôve ever had. 

     Hope to see you soon! 

Walk With Wildlife  

     Great Plains Nature Center has asked 

Flatland Fly Fishers Club for assistance 

in putting on the 26th annual ñKidôs 

Fishing Clinicò.   The club has been ac-

tive in the ñKidôs Fishing Clinicò and 

would like to continue.  To be involved 

in this activity talk with Neal Hall or  

show up at the Great Plains Nature Cen-

ter on June 12. 
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     When I decided to spend most of last winter in Texas instead of 

going to Florida like the last three winters. I started researching 

trout fishing in the Guadalupe River near San Antonio. I looked on 

the Alamo Fly Fishers web site and gained a lot of good informa-

tion about fishing there. One of our members pointed me to a 

guide in the area (Alvin Dedeaux) and I asked Eric Schmidt to 

check with Backwoods in Austin and one of them had fished with 

Dan Cone who I wound up fishing with on January 27. It turned 

out to be a very good day. We floated the river for a full day and it 

started somewhat slow until several kinds of bugs started to hatch 

(mostly small mayflies and caddis) I hooked about 15 rainbows 

and got 9 to the net all were 18ò or slightly longer, good strong 

fish. 

     As we floated down the river and came to a run that Dan 

seemed sure held fish, I would first fish it with the flies that I had 

on at the time and if that didnôt work he would keep changing the 

setup until I caught a fish from the hole. I was amazed that he 

probably changed flies about 50 times that day. The best pattern 

seemed to be a 18 ï 20 Trico spinner fished on the bottom. 

A picture I took of Dan 

guiding another angler 

Guadalupe trout over 18ò 

Action Angler River Access at crossing 2 

Fishing the Southernmost Trout Stream in the USA Roger  Gilger 

     The Guadalupe River is a cold water river that empties out from 

the bottom of Canyon Lake and makes an ideal habitat for trout.  

The state of Texas created a regulatory trout zone approximately 

15 miles in length starting at Canyon Dam.  Special state rules and 

regulations do apply in this area.  It is the southernmost trout fish-

ery in the United States and the only one in Texas that supports 

trout year-round.  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and 

other organizations stock thousands of trout annually.  Trout fish-

ing is the best from November through the end of March. 

     The trout area starts at the outlet from Canyon Lake and has a 

number of points where you can access it to wade and fish if you 

are not floating.  You can move up or down river as long as you 

stay below the high water point.  I caught quite a few trout while 

wading during the three weeks that I was there however only one 

of them was as large as the one I caught fishing with Dan.  (19ò) 

     One of the access points I like the best was at Action Angler 

Fly Shop (you just put $5 in a box and go to the river and wade).  

The first night I fished there I was catching a few small trout using 

soft hackles flies when the owner of Action Angler, Chris, came 

down the river behind me and caught two very nice trout on tiny 

tricos.  I fished this area quite a few times during my stay, but 

never did match the size of the ones he caught.  It is a beautiful 

section of the river and when the flow is right you can wade about 

a mile from there. 

  There are several other good areas to access the river and the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife and the Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited Chap-

ter stock very nice trout there and some hold over until the nest year 

and grow larger. 

    Another thing I learned while fishing there is to be very careful 

when fishing close to a bridge.  The location of the car in this picture 

is almost exactly where I caught the 19ò trout a few day earlier.  The 

lady driving got out ok, but it could have been on top of a trout fish-

erman. 


