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     With the heat of July upon us and 

the runoff of much anticipated rains 

staining many of the lakes, ponds and 

streams in Kansas,  it seems fishing 

days are getting shorter and less at-

tractive to me. This has not kept me 

off of the water, but Iôm finding my-

self heading for home a bit earlier 

than usual. The need to get to the wa-

ters edge earlier and out of the sun 

sooner is no disadvantage with the 

better quality bass biting early and 

late in the day, but now I am trying to 

figure out what to do with all of the 

spare time left over on Saturday after-

noons- yard work only lasts for so 

long and I can only wash the truck so 

many times before the paint starts fal-

ling off. 

     This is beginning to make my rela-

tionship with my fly tying vise one of 

question, as I have began to refill my 

boxes with patterns that are more or 

less staples for my warm water fish-

ing. Some of these patterns are time 

intensive and a few are what have 

been referred to as óguide fliesô. Have 

you been tying any particular warm 

water flies in bulk lately- any favor-

ites? Iôd like to see what you have 

been tying, and if you donôt mind, Iôd 

like to have one for a photo shoot that 

I am working on for our newsletter. If 

youôd like to see a spread of member 

tied flies, please bring one of your 

favorites to the July Club Meeting for 

me and I will add it to the list. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a final note, the month of October is 

not as far off as it seems, and with it 

comes the Flatland Fly Fishers 25th 

Fall Picnic.  As you may already know 

the location for this years picnic is go-

ing to be different than in the past.  We 

are having this yearôs picnic at Band 

Camp at 73rd St. North & Ridge Road.  

The site is somewhat out of the way so 

we will also be posting sign to help you 

locate the facility.  This area has a six 

acre fishing pond so be sure to bring 

your fishing equipment and a float tube 

or pontoon, as we will have full access.  

There will be a lot of activities going on 

all day including fly tying, leader build-

ing, casting practice, fishing and any-

thing else you may have in mind to do 

that may help someone else either brush 

up a bit or learn a new technique.  I am 

working diligently to get more member 

photos for the ñFlatland Fly Fishers-On 

The Waterò slide show.  If you have 

any pictures you would like to share 

send to address listed below.                       

      Thanks to all who have sent pic-

tures, they look great. 

 

president@flatlandflyfishers.org 
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Winter Program:             February 5, 2011 

Guest Speaker:     Barry Reynolds 

Flatland Fly Fishers Club  is encourag-

ing members to watch Mark VanPatten  host 

ñThe Tying Benchò which  is shown Saturdays 

at 12:30 on Channel 8.  For more information 

regarding this program visit their website at 

www.thetyingbench.com 

     I set a personal goal to accomplish this year that I 

had failed to make a priority in the past few years: 

Iôve always wanted to get into a white bass run that 

Kansas is ever so popular for. I decided that in 2010, 

this would be at the top of my springtime to do list. 

     

     A habit of mine is to check the KDWP fishing re-

ports online at least four times a week- I know theyôre 

only updated once every week or two, but I feel that 

the more I study the reports, the better my odds are 

for catching fish after I decide where Iôm going to 

fish. By mid March, most of the top óhot spotô reser-

voirs had begun to send white bass into the rivers and 

streams that feed them. When the time came to do 

some trip planning, the short drive to Fall River 

seemed reasonable enough for a first attempt. The 

plan was to take pontoons up highway 18 to drop in 

near the confluence of Fall River and Otter Creek and 

float downstream, anchoring or beaching along the 

way to fish some pools and runs that may have held 

staging fish. 

We had it all figured out to do on Saturday morning, 

but on Friday afternoon, everything changed, after an 

email report came through that looked to be too good 

to be true about another location where the white bass 

were all fired up, without question. The original re-

port came from a former club president who is well 

known for his addiction to fishing for temperate 

basses (White Bass, Striped Bass and Hybrid 

óWipersô).  Knowing this report was as authentic as 

they come, we decided to give it a go. 

 

     Over the last 10 or 15 years that Iôve been more or 

less dedicated to catching more and better quality 

fish, Iôve learned that most of the fish in a given body 

of water are typically going to require pursuit in a 

manner that makes the average angler a little uncom-

fortable in or to be more successful than usual. This 

generally means that the angler will need to focus on 

fishing areas downwind on a lake, rather than the lee 

side. Wherever you fish, if you wish to catch more 

fish, go to where the wind is blowing- the waves con-

centrate zoo plankton and other micro-organisms on 

which baitfish feed, and in turn, the game fish come 

to feed on the baitfish. 

TEMPERATE PURSUIT 
Rory Wiske 
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     Saturday morning we hit the highway, boat in tow. Af-

ter the mandatory boat inspection by the lake office atten-

dant to insure we were not delivering a live load of zebra 

mussels, we were able to launch and get after some 

stripes. In preparation for fishing on Fall River I had tied a 

bunch of smallish Clouser Minnows, but when I heard the 

news about the lake, I had a feeling my offerings may be 

too small, so I hit the vise for some last minute ties. I 

turned out a Clouser variation and a buck-tail baitfish pat-

tern I call a sexy shad that turned out to be just the flies for 

a bit of confidence building. Our success was found to be 

in a concentrated stretch of shoreline that the wind was 

blowing into and the waves were crashing along the rocks. 

Iôll spare the details, but there were many fish caught that 

day, whites and wipers.  

     A few weeks later I decided that I still wanted to catch 

white bass in a river, so I referred to the KDWP reports 

again and found that a few were being caught in the Nin-

nescah River above Cheney Reservoir. Last year a couple 

of us stopped to check the river out after fishing at King-

man one day, but then the river was high and muddy- you 

can fill in the blanks as to why we didnôt fish it then. This 

year however, I was surprised to fid that the river was low 

and relatively clear, as we had yet to receive the rains that 

runoff and darken waters all over Kansas. Sunday morning 

I shot over to the Ninnescah River to see if the reports of 

white bass I've been reading were anywhere near accurate. 

After two hours of wading and casting on the lower stretch 

of the river near the lake, all I had been able to hook up 

with was a pot bellied carp. It was time to relocate. I went 

upstream to another spot that we had scouted out last year 

and found it void of bait dunkers. I found that there is a 

long deep run just downstream of the parking lot, so 

naturally I fished through it. At the bottom of the run, 

the channel breaks into a wide, deep pool. At the end of 

a swing through the transition between narrow and 

wide water, I felt the long anticipated tug of a fish. It 

turned out to be a small male white- finally I had 

hooked up with the intended species of the day. A guy I 

had met elsewhere before showed up on the bank with a 

couple of friends and walked down the bank to quiz me 

on what and how I was doing what I was doing. While 

explaining how to swing a fly through likely fish hold-

ing water, I got an-

other tug and a nice 

battle from another 

male white bass. 

Satisfied, the guy 

walked away to the 

car and they were 

gone. I walked back 

up to fish through 

the upper end of the run again and on the third or fourth 

swing, I felt another hard bump on the line and set the 

hook firm into a much stronger fish. With most of my 

slack already out halfway through the swing, it didn't 

take much for the fish to get on my reel. After a nice 

battle, I finally slid the larger female white bass onto 

the sand bar I was fishing from for a snapshot. I worked 

down the river seeking out more runs and pools, only to 

find a handful between my parking spot and where I 

had fished in the morning. I was able to hook up on 

three more whites, landing two of them, both males. I 

guess the females have yet to come into the river in 

many numbers yet, and would also guess that the males 

have not really made a good run yet either. I hope to be 

there sometime when the run is a little stronger. The 

Ninnescah is a very beautiful, sandy and scenic river- 

the white bass are just a bonus to being there at the 

right time. Iôm slowly learning that this is the way 

mother nature intends for it to be in all fishing- just be-

ing there is enough of an experience to find solitude 

and serenity in self. 

TEMPERATE PURSUIT 
Rory Wiske 
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Fall Picnic/Outing 

FFF ANNUAL PICNIC  

 

     This year the FFF board has made it a priority to provide 

members as much lead time as possible before large club 

events. So get out your calendar and mark the following date. 

Hopefully you will be able to keep this date open and attend 

the annual club picnic. 

This event is also a fund 

raiser through our club 

drawings. Who knows 

you may come home 

with just the piece of fly 

fishing equipment you 

always needed.  Club 

camaraderie is what 

keeps our organization 

going and this event is 

perfect for strengthening our fly fishing bonds. Make it a 

point to talk to someone different at the picnic. 

 

Date:  

 Saturday October 23rd.  

 

Cost:  

 $15.00/ person and 5 

free drawing tickets 

wi th  pre- reg is ter . 

$15.00/person at the 

door. 

 

Where:  

This year we have 

changed the picnic 

location to The Band 

Camp. This 50 acre 

facility is located at 

73rd North & Ridge 

Road. The site is 

somewhat out of the 

way so we will also be posting signs to help you locate the 

facility.  This area has a six acre fishing pond so be sure to 

bring your fishing equipment.  

 

Directions To Band Camp: 

From the intersection of North Ridge Road and 53rd St. West. 

Go 2.5 miles North to W 73 rd N.  Go west on 73rd 1 mile 

and turn left (at a sign that says STEEL SAND BAY on left 

side of road) there are two roads at this turn take the one on 

the right, it will take you South to Band Camp about 0.5 mile.   

Activities:    

 Fishing 

     A number of club members will be bring their float tubes, 

pontoon boats, and kayaks for you to try out.  

     The camp also has a beach that is perfect for casting and   

people will be available to help with your casting. 

     Fly Tying--If you have a new pattern you are having  

trouble tying bring the materials and we will have some 

help you with the pattern. 

      Build your own leader. We will provide the materials and 

instruction on tying your own leaders. 

      Learn about new fly fishing knots and how to tie them. 

      The photo display will expand to three catagories  

scenic, insect/fly, and fish. 

       If you have other activities you would like to see in-

cluded please contact a club officer. 

 

Time: Gates will open at 10 a.m. for anglers. Activities will 

begin at 1 p.m.  

 

Lunch: If you come early 

there will be Hot Dogs and 

Smoked Sausage available        

for a cook your own lunch. 

 

Supper Menu: 

Barbecue Pork by Neal Hall 

Sides: Potato Salad-- 

Baked Beans--Cole Slaw 

Drinks: Coffee--Tea 

Dessert  by  Dwan Welty and C. H. Hermon   Dutch Oven 

Cobbler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Club President Rory Wiske 

     As opposed to paying a speaker to come to our picnic to 

tell us about where they've been, we'd like to take the oppor-

tunity to celebrate fly fishing in Kansas, or wherever else 

OUR MEMBERS have been. I would like club members to 

forward, by email, pictures to me and maybe a short descrip-

tion of what and where the pictures were taken. I will be up-

dating you by email every month, now through September, to 

see how many pictures we can come up with for a Fall Picnic 

Slide Show. I know it's early in the year, but last year's pic-

tures will do just fine too.  It will be our time to shine, so send 

me what you've got and keep it coming all year!!!  


