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     Dave got hooked on the world of fly 

fishing and trout when he was a teenager 

growing up in Astoria, Oregon, which is 

where the Columbia River empties into the 

Pacific Ocean. That area abounded in 

salmon and steelhead and sea-run cutthroat 

trout to catch, deer and elk and ducks to 

hunt, clams to dig, a monstrous river and 

much larger ocean to explore. 

     Dave sampled all those things, but over 

time narrowed his few free days to bound-

ing up headwater streams, in pursuit of 

resident cutthroat trout. Something about 

the environment in which those trout lived-

-the sun striking through cathedrals of 

trees, the beautiful streams that plunged 

swiftly, then abruptly put on their brakes to 

pool deeply, the predaceous trout that left 

their lairs to arise suddenly into sunlight 

and strike his dry flies--pleased him, and 

kept him coming back. Even in the face of 

failure. 

     Daveôs first fly rod was a cheap bamboo 

that snapped a foot from its tip, got handed 

past two older brothers and down to him. 

His first fly line was a level D, about the 

thickness and weight of kite string. Some-

how he learned to cast with that line, on 

that rod, though they were as poor a match 

as you might imagine. 

     Dave practiced continually in the back 

yard. He caught far more trees and huckle-

berry bushes than you can imagine. But the 
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persistent mystery of the streams, winding 

down out of those hills, and the native 

cutts, emerging up out of those pools to 

toss spray in the air, gave him no choice 

but to be on those waters, after those trout. 

He still fishes them whenever he can. 

     Dave commanded a small Army signal 

detachment on the Mekong River, another 

monster river, for six months during the 

dust-up over there. He ordered out an Orvis 

catalog, and spent hours of spare time 

studying its pages, closing his eyes, letting 

those pictures of bamboo rods, reels, lines, 

and flies escort him in dreams back to his 

streams. He ordered an entire outfit, glass, 

not bamboo, for seventy-five dollars, had it 

waiting for him when he got home. It was a 

6-footer, for a 6-weight line. To say it was 

brisk would be an understatement, but it 

was the first balanced fly fishing outfit he 

ever owned. It was perfect for those small 

streams. He still has that rod, and fishes it 

on those same streams. 

     When Dave got back to the states, he 

went back to college, audited an aquatic 

entomology course taught by Professor 

Norm Anderson, whose lab assistant was a 

fellow named Rick Hafele. Rick had all 

this knowledge about bugs that trout ate, 

and by then Dave owned a bamboo fly rod, 

so he conned Rick into going fishing with 

him by offering to let Rick take a few casts 

with his rod. He bit.         (continued page 2) 



2 Flatland Fly Fishers 

Winter Program Schedule 
 

8:00   til  9:00  Registration 

9:00   til  10:30 Reading Trout Water 

10:30 til  10:45 Break 

10:45 til 12:00 Matching Hatches Simplified 

12:00 til   1:00 Lunch (not provided) 

1:00   til   2:30 Nymph Fishing Simplified 

2:30   til   2:45 Break 

2:45   til   4:00 Tying wet flies and nymphs 

4:00   til    5:00 Questions /Answers/Book Signing 

 

Drawing for the door prize will be at 4:00 pm.   

Must be present to win. 

Reading the Water. Teaches everything you need to 

know about trout stream structure, trout foods, and trout lies 

so that you can better utilize your time on the water by fo-

cusing on the areas most likely to hold trout. Covers the 

needs of trout, and the ways in which trout water meets those 

needs, thereby dictating where you'll find them in abun-

dance. Covers the different kinds of trout lies: holding lies, 

feeding lies, prime lies, and perhaps most important, the 

types of water that are usually empty of trout, where you 

don't want to waste your time fishing. Breaks down and in-

structs how to read and fish rif-

fles, runs, pools, pocket water, 

and bank lies in freestone 

streams, meadow streams, spring 

creeks, tailwaters, plus creeks, 

streams, small and large rivers. 

Ten percent of the fishermen are 

said to catch 90% of the trout. It's 

unlikely the numbers are that dra-

matic. But it's very likely that 

you'll catch a lot more trout if 

you learn to read the types of wa-

ter in which they prefer to hold. 

This book will help elevate you 

into that percentage of more suc-

cessful anglers. 

     Daveôs favorite memory of that first day fishing was 

when a big golden stone adult descended out of the overhead 

canopy of alders, lowered its flaps and wheels, and flew 

lower and lower over the stream, probably on a mission to 

deposit the eggs of the next golden stone generation. Rick 

and Dave were eating lunch on a gravel bar. It was the age of 

Latex waders, and it was a hot day. Rick had his waders 

peeled down over his Levis, to cool off, while they ate. Rick 

saw that golden stone descending, grabbed his bug net with 

one hand, held up his waders with the other, and tore off 

down the middle of a long, shallow pool after it. Dave will 

never forget the sight of Rick running and jumping in a 

shower of spray, flailing at the insect with his long-handled 

net, holding his waders up, trying to keep from tripping, and 

yelling "Holy s___! Holy s___!" Rick caught the poor bug, 

embalmed it, probably still has it in his extensive collection. 

They have  been fishing together ever since, and something 

still always happens that makes the fishing a lot of fun. 

    Rick and Dave began teaching a workshop with the un-

wieldy name Entomology and the Artificial Fly. Rick did the 

insects and Dave did their imitations. They went all over the 

West with it. They noticed that the early students would 

spend the entire two-day seminar with their heads down, 

furiously writing notes, and would rarely look up at the 

slides they worked so hard to get. They wrote a 30-page 

booklet, handed it out to each attendee, so they could relax 

and enjoy the workshop. The great Don Roberts, then editor 

of "Flyfishing the West," got hold of a copy of the booklet, 

told them to flesh it out and add photos and they would have 

a book. They did, and it became Western Hatches. 

     That led to a life of going fishing, writing articles for all 

the fine fly fishing magazines that arose in the subsequent 

years, even for Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, and Field & 

Stream, the magazines Dave read when he was a kid. It also 

led to a long string of books--Dave never figured out if he 

was a fly fisherman who loves to write, or a writer who 

loves to fly fish, but he suspected behind it all he was a 

reader who loves to write and loves to fly fish. 

     If that life seems simple--going fishing, coming home to 

write stories about what happened out there--think back to 

that first outfit of Daveôs, the broken rod on which he tried 

to cast kite string. A life of writing is about like trying to cast 

that poorly-balanced outfit. Daveôs average day is now, in 

the studio he had built behind his house in Portland, fighting 

technology, which generally seems to win. Heôs best to just 

set it all aside and go fishing. 

   Dave hopes to see you at the Flatland Fly Fishers Winter 

Program on February 18, 2012. 

              Cost:    $25  

                          $10 age 15 and under  
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Flatland Fly Fishers Club Winter Program 

Saturday, February 18, 2012 

Great Plains Nature Center 

6232 E. 29th St. N 

Wichita, KS 

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 

 

Flatland Fly Fishers have new Facebook and Twitter pages. 

Like us to receive all the posts made on Flatland Fly Fishers 

Facebook page. Club members can go to our wall page and 

post articles or make comments on articles already posted. 

Club members may post fishing reports, stories, announce up-

coming outings, and ask people to join on fishing trips. As 

club members, you can  also post pictures, videos, and favorite 

links on our wall. 

 

To post articles and comments on our Facebook page, you 

must also have your own Facebook account. The club Face-

book page is open to public including minors. Please limit 

your articles and comments to fly fishing related topics.  

 

In an effort to enhance communication with club members be-

tween newsletters, a new twitter page was created. When you 

follow us on Twitter, you will receive up to date information 

on club events. You must have your own Twitter account to 

receive these updates automatically. Currently we are also fol-

lowing Federation of Fly Fishers, and the the national organi-

zationôs tweets will be posted on our page as well. 

 

Both Facebook and Twitter page links are available on lower 

right corner of Flatland Fly Fishers home page. 

Facebook or Twitter 

Club Membership Renewal Time 

     Out with the old (2011) in with the new (2012) and sad as it 

may be 2011 will soon be a memory, hopefully a good one. 

 

     The exit of 2011 also means it is time to renew your Flat-

land Fly Fishers Club membership for 2012. 

 

     The 2012 membership dues are $25 for individual, $35 for 

family and $10 for 15 years and younger. 

 

     Renewals can be done at club meetings, club activities or 

download membership form from website and mail form and 

dues to: 

 

      Flatland Fly Fishers        or          Dwan Welty 

      P.O. Box 49164                            1111 N. Washingtion 

      Wichita, KS 67201                                                           Wichita, KS 67214 

 

Matching the Hatch Simplified. A Latinless intro-

duction to matching hatches, based on the knowledge that 

size, form, color and behavior are more important to trout 

than the Latin name of any insect, and that you can observe 

these things by capturing an insect and looking at it in your 

hand, without reference to entomology texts. Within each 

order of aquatic insects--mayflies, stoneflies, caddisflies, 

midges, and others--all the species are essentially the same 

shape, and there are just a few repeated color themes that are 

easy to match with a few color variations on a narrow range 

of pattern styles. Based on Dave's book Handbook of 

Hatches 

Nymph Fishing Simplified. Solves the simple for-

mula that is the key to all successful nymphing: the right fly 

+ the right rig + the proper presentation = lots of trout led to 

your net or held in your hands. This program carefully cov-

ers each part of that simple three-part formula, selecting the 

right nymph or nymphs, choosing the right way to rig it, or 

them, and then using the proper presentation to fool fish. 

Based on Dave's books Nymph Fishing and Nymphs for 

Streams & Stillwaters. 

Tying Trout Stream Nymphs. This demonstration 

introduces the idea of collecting the most important trout 

foods on your own waters, and tying nymphs to match what 

you find critical in your own fishing. Demonstration in-

cludes showing of naturals, collected in vials, and tying pat-

terns that match them. Based on Dave's most recent book, 

Nymphs for Streams & Stillwaters.  

Tying Wet Flies. Covers tying the three major types of 

wet flies: soft-hackles, wingless wets or flymphs, and tradi-

tional winged wet flies. These flies are often considered old-

fashioned and out of date, no longer applicable to today's 

fishing. But when tied right, and fished with proper presenta-

tions, they'll often take trout in situations where dry flies, 

nymphs, and streamers fail to fool them. Based on Dave's 

book Wet Flies.  



Flatland Fly Fishers 
4 

     When Jim Robertson asks you if you want to take an 

adventure with him é GO!!    

 

     On Sept 2, 2011 Jim and 

I flew out to Spokane, 

Washington to start a 9 day 

adventure beginning in 

Yaak, Montana, where we 

hooked up with Linaham 

Outfitting for 3 days and 4 

nights of fun.  They put us 

up in a cabin that had a full 

kitchen with maid service 

every day, and it was lo-

cated out in the sticks.    

 

 

 

     Day One was a drift boat 

down the Kootenai River.  I 

had never done this before.  

We drifted about 8 miles, 

stopping at the high points 

that held fish.  We caught 

small fish, all on dry flies.  

Water levels had been 

changing so all the smart 

fish (big) were hiding in the 

deep holes. 

 

     Day Two we fished the 

small steams through the woods on the Yaak River.  

Lots of fun but a lot of work too.  

We were walking on rocks the size 

of basketballs from one water fall to 

the next, catching fish in the pools, 

climbing over fallen trees, seeing a 

lot of nature. We spent the afternoon 

at the Yaak River, catching fish 

along the 

ripples. 

We had the 

choice of walking on big 

rocks along the bank or slick 

rocks in the water.  

 

     Day Three was a great 

day  Our guide took us off 

road and with 4-

wheeldrive we climbed up 

approximately 8,000 feet.  

We hiked 1/2 mile up to a 

Glacier Lake in the middle 

of nowhere. The guide 

said we were ½ mile from 

Canada and ½ mile from 

Idaho.  No one else was 

around.  There was snow  

and the water was cold!  

We hopped into our float 

tubes and paddled around.  

The cold water felt good 

on my legs after that 1/2 mile hike.  Our guide made a 

fire just in case one of us fell in.  I used it to have the 

best grilled trout lunch on 

a stick!  The fishing was 

great, using dry flies, 

with the fish jumping out 

of the water to get them .  

A lot of the day I just 

looked around at nature.  

WOW  

 

     Days Four,Five and Six.  We left Yaak, Montana for 

Sand Point, Idaho where Jimôs brother Bruce lives  and 

explored Lake Pend Oreille. This lake is the 2nd big-

gest lake west of the 

Mississippi and around 

1,200 feet deep.  The 

Navy uses this lake for 

submarine training & 

sonar testing.   Bruce 

has a 24 foot sail boat 

so we toured the lake 

by truck and on the wa-

ter, We also flew in a Cessna 185 around the area later 

in the day. That was a 

way of seeing that part of 

the country I will never 

forget  Bruce had ar-

ranged all of this for us.  

Another WOW  

 

 

Meaning Of An Adventure                                                 Gary Lewis 


