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Winter Program Schedule 
 

8:00   til  9:00  Registration 

9:00   til  10:30 Reading Trout Water 

10:30 til  10:45 Break 

10:45 til 12:00 Matching Hatches Simplified 

12:00 til   1:00 Lunch (not provided) 

1:00   til   2:30 Nymph Fishing Simplified 

2:30   til   2:45 Break 

2:45   til   4:00 Tying wet flies and nymphs 

4:00   til    5:00 Questions /Answers/Book Signing 

Drawing for door prize will be 4:00 pm 

Must be present to win 

Reading the Water. Dave will talk 

about things you need to know about trout 

stream structure, trout foods, and trout lies 

so that you can better utilize your time on 

the water by focusing on the areas most 

likely to hold trout. He covers the needs of 

trout, and the ways in which trout water 

meets those needs, thereby dictating where 

you'll find them in abundance. Dave also 

covers the different kinds of trout lies: 

holding lies, feeding lies, prime lies, and 

perhaps most important, the types of water 

that are usually empty of trout, where you 

don't want to waste your time fishing.  

Matching the Hatch Simplified. 
A Latinless introduction to matching 

hatches, based on the knowledge that size, 

form, color and behavior are more impor-

tant to trout than the Latin name of any 

insect, and that you can observe these 

things by capturing an insect and looking at 

it in your hand, without reference to ento-

mology texts.  

Nymph Fishing Simplified. 
Solves the simple formula that is the key to 

all successful nymphing: the right fly + the 

right rig + the proper presentation = lots of 

trout led to your net or held in your hands. 

This program carefully covers each part of 

that simple three-part formula, selecting the 

right nymph or nymphs, choosing the right 

way to rig it, or them, and then using the 

proper presentation to fool fish.  

Tying Trout Stream Nymphs. 
This demonstration introduces the idea of 

collecting the most important trout foods 

on your own waters, and tying nymphs to 

match what you find critical in your own 

fishing.  

Tying Wet Flies. Covers tying the 

three major types of wet flies: soft-

hackles, wingless wets or flymphs, and 

traditional winged wet flies. These flies 

are often considered old-fashioned and out 

of date, no longer applicable to today's 

fishing.  

Dave Hughes 
Guest Speaker at the 2012 Flatland Fly Fishers Club Winter Program  

Great Plains Nature Center 

Saturday, February 18, 2012 

                Cost:  $25 per person  

              $10 student 15 and under  
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     The three day weekend for Martin Luther Kingôs birth-

day seemed like a good reason for a spur of the moment 

wild trout adventure. At 5 a.m. on Saturday morning we 

rolled east 375 miles toward Rolla, Missouri hoping to fish 

three small streams just to the south in Mark Twain Na-

tional Forest. These waters, Mill Creek, Little Piney, and 

Spring Creek all have self sustaining populations of wild 

Rainbow trout imported from northern California 100+ 

years ago. Wandering back roads looking for access points 

and then some moderate hiking allowed us to catch a few 

of these little guys from Mill and the Little Piney, we ran 

out of daylight before we figured out the Spring Creek ac-

cess, maybe next time. Somewhat remote and lonely, these 

creeks are perfect for a pair of anglers trading off as they 

ply the likely holding spots looking to hold a couple of 

these sparkling little gems. See more photos on the club 

website.  

Missouri Wild Trout                                                   Steve Webb & Stuart Weniger 
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Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 

 

Flatland Fly Fishers have new Facebook and Twitter pages. 

Like us to receive all the posts made on Flatland Fly Fishers 

Facebook page. Club members can go to our wall page and 

post articles or make comments on articles already posted. 

Club members may post fishing reports, stories, announce up-

coming outings, and ask people to join on fishing trips. As 

club members, you can  also post pictures, videos, and favorite 

links on our wall. 

 

To post articles and comments on our Facebook page, you 

must also have your own Facebook account. The club Face-

book page is open to public including minors. Please limit 

your articles and comments to fly fishing related topics.  

 

In an effort to enhance communication with club members be-

tween newsletters, a new twitter page was created. When you 

follow us on Twitter, you will receive up to date information 

on club events. You must have your own Twitter account to 

receive these updates automatically. Currently we are also fol-

lowing Federation of Fly Fishers, and the the national organi-

zationôs tweets will be posted on our page as well. 

 

Both Facebook and Twitter page links are available on lower 

right corner of Flatland Fly Fishers home page. 

Facebook or Twitter 

Fly Tiers and Volunteers Needed 
 

    The club will be hosting a Youth Fly Fishing Clinic on May 

12, 2012. 

 

    We are planning on having 15 youth (male and female) 

ranging from ages 10ish to 15ish and  would like to give each 

participant a fly box with 5 flies.   

 

     We are asking club members to tie some flies for the pur-

pose of giving them to the youth that participate in the clinic.  

We are also asking that club members be available to serve as 

individual helpers on this day. 

 

     For more information talk with Dwan Welty. 
 

     Dwan Welty 264 2827  

      dwan@mpmllc.net 

      Many adults remember spending their summers 

fishing with their parents and grandparents.  Fly fishing 

is a lifelong passion that can be passed down from gen-

eration to generationð the fresh air, the beautiful scen-

ery, the thrill of landing a fish.  Dad, grandpa or uncle 

taught  young ones how to tie flies, cast a line and tell 

the difference between the fish.  Then and now outdoor 

activities are a must for children.  With the popularity 

of television, video games, cell phones and the internet 

young people are no longer getting outside as much. 

    Flatland Fly Fishers wants to bring kids back to the 

outdoors.   On May 12, 2012 Flatland Fly Fishers Club 

will offer a one day youth fly fishing clinic.  The clinic 

will be for club members and their families who have 

children (male or female) between the ages of 10ish and 

15ish.  There will 15 (first enrolled) spots available for 

this youth clinic.   The cost for this youth clinic is $10 

per youth and this must be pre-paid and registered. 

     For more information and registration forms see 

Dwan Welty at the meetings or e-mail 

dwan@mpmllc.net. 

Fly fishing is a rewarding lifetime activity  that is 

in keeping with current trends in outdoor educa-

tion.   

There are no negatives to fly fishing.   

It is beneficial to all whom it touches: the individ-

ual, his/her family, friends, business or professional 

acquaintances.   

Participants in fly fishing are supporters of our 

natural resources, wildlife, fisheries and the envi-

ronment. 

Fly fishing is "gender neutral" ; it is equally suit-

able to male and female.   

It is not age specific.  It is beneficial to young and 

old, and is enjoyed for the life of the practitioner. 

Fly fishing is non-consumptive, non-combative, 

teaches patience, humility, good ethics, integrity 

and strength of character. 

Fly fishers are proponents of clean water, fresh air 

and the wise use of land and water. 

Fly fishing binds families together in a healthy, 

productive outdoor pursuit. 

Why Fly Fishing 

Youth Fly Fishing Clinic 
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     Since I didnôt get around to writing a report after Bruce 

Garren and I fished  in Colorado in April 2011, I will try to 

cover the spring and fall trips in one report. I have been trav-

eling to Pagosa Springs for many years, but only started fly 

fishing about 3 years ago. Neal Hall and I had a very good 

week there in August last year. After a lot of research to try 

and make sure we were going to be ahead of the runoff and 

not too cold I selected April 16 and Bruce said that would 

work for him. I booked a 2 bedroom condo at Wyndham 

Pagosa that was right on Village lake, however at that time I 

didnôt think that we would be fishing lakes. As we got closer 

to the time to go, Joe Eichelberger (Wolf Creek Anglers 

Manager and guide) started to post pictures of the fish he 

was catching in the lakes in the area on Facebook. There are 

a number of great rivers to fish in the Pagosa area and since 

this trip I have learned that there are many good lakes. I 

found out from Joe he had been catching great rainbows and 

browns in some of the lakes managed by the Pagosa Lakes 

Property Owners Association (PLPOA) and anyone staying 

at Wyndham Pagosa is a member of it while they are there. 

Fishing permits are $15 per week. 

     My wife Lynn was planning to go to Pagosa with us for 

the week, but decided that she could have more fun in Colo-

rado Springs with her cousin who lives just above the Brook-

moor hotel in a very beautiful area. We met Monica in 

Pueblo and they went to Colorado Springs to do all of the 

shopping, walking, eating out at some great places and all of 

the other things the two of them could find there. 

PIEDRA RIVER  

    We arrived on Saturday and got checked in unloaded and 

moved into the condo and were ready to fish Sunday morn-

ing. We decided to go up and check out the Piedra river and 

see if it was clear enough to fish. The Piedra is a really nice 

river that starts about 20 miles north of Pagosa Springs and 

flows all the way down to Navajo Lake on the Colorado/

New Mexico border. About 16 miles north of Pagosa  on 

Piedra Rd. (CR 631) is the start of a trail that runs about 16 

miles along the river, I have only hiked down and fished in 

the first 1 ½ miles. All of the guides tell me that I should 

walk down 3 miles and fish back about a mile or so from 

there. Bruce and I had a late start that day and only fished in 

the first ¾ mile and caught enough fish to get a feel for what 

it could be like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We never did get around to fishing any further down river 

during the week, but plan to sometime. 

Williams Creek 

 

The next day we fished Williams Creek after going down-

town and looking at the San Juan in town and finding it very 

muddy. Williams is a very nice creek with lots of pocket 

water and neither one of us could figure out how to catch the 

fish there. 

Hatcher Lake 

 

On the way back to the condo from Williams Creek we de-

cided to check out Hatcher Lake and see if we could find out 

where Joe had been catching all of the big lake fish on his 

face book. Hatcher is 135 acres and Joe hadnôt told us ex-

actly where he was catching them, but from his pictures I 

told Bruce we needed to find an area with rocks. We drove 

around and looked at the northwest side of the lake and did-

nôt see any rocks, so I pulled out my Iphone and brought up 

the map and zomed in and looked for rocks. I found that the 

southeast side of the lake had rocks on the dam and east of it 

and also found the street that leads into that area. We started 

fishing with Woolybuggers and Patôs rubberlegs, but wound 

up catching most of the fish on red san juan worms. We 

landed a number of fish that afternoon and all were 17 to 20 

inches long, I caught one 20ò that we guessed probably 

weighed  around 4 lbs. We fished Hatcher a couple more 

afternoons during the week and probably caught 50 fish in 

the 17 to 20ò range, all were fat, healthy and very strong. 

Most of them would take a big leap out of the water right 

after we hooked them and usually 1 or 2 more before we 

landed them. We did find out from Joe and the ranger that 

checked our tags that chironomid patterns in red, black with 

white bead heads worked well. The PLPOA stocks rainbows 

in the lakes every year and they grow very fast, the lakes 

also have bass, pike, carp and a very large population of ring 

perch which they encourage people to keep and eat, since 

they are very good  and would over populate the lakes if not 

controlled. 

Colorado Fishing  Spring 2011                                                                 Roger Gilger 
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You can see from this picture above how we determined 

where to fish,  the area where we caught all of the fish is 

about 100 yards in the background of this picture. 

San Juan River Tailwater below Navajo Dam NM 

 

When I go to Pagosa Springs I always try to fish at least 1 

day in this area, it is a little over an hour south of Pagosa. I 

booked a full day float with Fishheads of the San Juan. I had 

fished with them before and fished with the owner Chris 

Taylor and was very satisfied, this time we were fishing with 

Jeremy one of the other full time guides with Fishheads. He 

lives in Durango, Co about 45 minutes from Navajo Dam. 

We met him at 8 AM and then drove up river to Texas hole 

where most floats start, He rigged me up with a nymph rig 

and I think he started Bruce with a olive bunny leach with a 

very small midge below. They fish the leach pattern below 

an indicator and dead drift it and believe the trout take it as a 

hunk of moss that they can shake some scuds out of. We 

caught several fish in the area close to where we started and 

Jeremy would row back up to make another pass at the area. 

Then we started drifting on down the river and catching 

good numbers of  rainbows 17ò and up. I hooked one that 

took off up stream and I thought he was going to take all my 

line except it went around a rock and broke me off. As we 

drifted on downstream the hatch changed from midges to 

Blue Wing Olives, still in the size 20 range. The hatch was 

so thick that it was the first time I have ever seen a goose 

swimming up river and sipping mayflies off the surface. We 

kept catching fish all the way down the river after stopping 

for lunch. In each section of the river as the hatches changed 

Jeremy would sometimes need to change our fly setup to 

match that section of the river. Most of the fish we caught 

were rainbows in the 17 to 19ô range good healthy strong 

fish that are fed well from the prolific hatches of midges, 

mayflies and caddis. We took out about 4:30 and headed 

back to Pagosa Springs after stopping at the Indian casino in 

Ignacio for one of the best $8.00 rib eye steaks I can remem-

ber. 

Located in the northwest corner of New Mexico, 40 miles 

South of Durango Colorado and 30 miles Northeast of Farm-

ington New Mexico. The San Juan River is world renowned 

for providing some of the most rewarding trout fishing you 

will ever experience. The San Juan is a consistent producer of 

both rainbows and browns averaging 16 to 18 inches, with 

many reaching much larger proportions. Recent studies have 

suggested that there are 15,000 fish per mile.  

(continued on page 6) 
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Rio Grande 

 

     Neal Hall and I had experienced such great fishing on the 

Rio Grande in August 2010 that we wanted to try to do the 

same in the spring. We booked a float with Wolf Creek An-

glers on Thursday planning on the river being high enough 

to float. We were planning to fish with Mike McCormick the 

owner of Wolf Creek Anglers, however when we got to the 

shop in South Fork, Co after a drive up over Wolf Creek 

pass we were met by one of their other guides Aaron Hor-

rocks. Aaron is a school teacher in South Fork, but he took a 

sick day to take us fishing. It had snowed quite a lot up on 

Wolf Creek pass Tuesday night and melted on Wednesday 

during the day. The river had risen about 2 or 3 feet and was 

not super clear, but we thought we could probably catch 

some good browns on big streamers or big stonefly nymphs. 

We fished hard and Aaron worked very hard to try to get us 

into the fish, but other than 2 brown trout Bruce caught on 

streamers we were almost skunked. It seems to happen that 

way sometimes. 

 

     All in all it was a very good week, we caught lots or good 

fish. Gained a new interest in fishing for trout in lakes, 

which I had never done before. Saturday morning we packed 

up and headed home, got snowed on going over Wolf Creek 

pass and saw lots of snow as we came over La Veta pass 

near Walsenburg, met Lynn in Puelebo and had a good trip 

home. 

 

     Colorado Fishing with Roger and Bruce which covers the 

Fall of 2011 will be in the March newsletter. 

(Spring 2011 continued) 

    As a part time fish bum I have tried to achieve the skills 

needed to become as effective as I can to catch fish. To this 

end I have now, in my opinion, gone through the normal cycle 

that most new fly fishermen go through. You know the deal; 

first you get some kind of fly rod and fly reel, cheap line and a 

fly vest from a sale down at the cheap outdoor store. Then you 

buy your flies and come up with kind of an old bass box to put 

them in and away you go in pursuit of trout. The only problem 

with that is I live in Kansas. The trout in Kansas look a lot like 

bullheads, but you learn to live with it. 

 

      Now you have your stuff together you now have to learn 

how to use your stuff. Casting, tying knots. The difference be-

tween fly line and something called a leader and a tippet. That 

old 17 lb. test bass line you were using as a tippet did not work 

as well as you thought it would.  

 

      At first you just try to catch a fish, then next time out you 

try to catch more than just one or two. Then you want lots of 

fish, then more than lots of fish.  And after some time you 

want that big fish. And after you catch the big one a time or 

two you end up back at the place you started. This is when you 

tell yourself; well I didnôt catch a lot of fish today because I 

was fishing for that big one. And then your wife said how was 

the fishing today and you said well it was OK, but if I had a 

better rod and reel I would catch more and bigger fish. Just one 

good rod will do it. I own eight or nine now, but I still only 

have just one good rod. 

 

      Then there is the issue of how you dress when fishing, 

which is a subject, better left for some other day. But I will say 

that the old rubber duck waders now leak more than they did  

so now you get your first pair of good fly fishing waders which 

cost just more than my car. Then your wife found out how 

much you pay for flies for each trip and there should be some 

cheaper way to buy flies, which is when you say well I could 

tie my own if I had a tying vice. Well what you did not tell her 

was that tying you own will cost just a little more than the 

budgetôs for most third world countries.  

 

        I am told by guyôs older than me that this is a normal 

process and that I should go fish. 

Itôs A Process               Rick Brown 
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Club Membership Renewal Time 
      

     Many New Year resolutions are made that never  

happen but the one that you were going to renew your 

club membership for 2012 is one that can happen. 

         Renewals can be done at club meetings, club ac-

tivities or download membership form from website and 

mail form and dues to. 

      The 2012 membership dues are $25 for individual, 

$35 for family and $10 for 15 years and younger. 

       Remember only current club members will receive 

the March newsletter via mail. 

 

      Flatland Fly Fishers     or     Dwan Welty 

      P.O. Box 49164                   1111 N. Washingtion 

      Wichita, KS 67201                                        Wichita, KS 67214 

 

One Fly January 1st 

    Sunday, January 1st the club had its annual ñOne Flyò tourna-

ment.  The day started about noon with chili made by Neal Hall.  

The fishing was from 1 to 3 pm. 

Tying Doug 

Eric  

Ryan  

Rick 

Harry Rick 

Rick 

Adam Sean Gale 

Neal Bruce 

Darryl 

Neal Bruce 

Rory 

Vernon 

Gale 

Roger 

Rick 

Rick 

    The trout in Slough Creek were very selective this 

year.  For some, like president Eric, their total was (not 

a soft way to say this) zero.  For others, naming a few 

like Rick, Neal and Ryan, their catch was between one 

and three.   Which for this day was decent but not good 

enough for either the longest five fish stringer, the long-

est fish or the shortest fish. 

      The shortest fish award went to Adam Urban for his 

8 inch trout which was caught on a  ñBead Head AU 

Special Buggerò. 

      Showing everyone up Bill Ethridge swaggered in 

boosting a score card of 13 fish with the longest being 

14.5 inches and a five fish stringer total of 67.5 inches.  

The fly Bill was using he called a ñEthridge Special 

with legsò. 

Bill  

Adam 


